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Who are we?
Bòrd na Gàidhlig was established as a result of the The Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005 which recognises Gaelic as an official language of Scotland, commanding equal respect with English.  Bòrd na Gàidhlig is non-departmental public body providing strategic direction for the development of the Gaelic language. 
Increasing the number of Gaelic speakers and the use of Gaelic 
The National Plan for Gaelic was published by Bòrd na Gàidhlig in 2007.  The National Plan sets out a strategy for increasing the numbers of Gaelic speakers and encouraging greater use of the language in the daily life of the people of Scotland.  In April 2010, Scottish Ministers approved Ginealach Ùr na Gàidhlig, an action plan which is specifically aimed at increasing the numbers of Gaelic speakers in Scotland.  Ginealach Ùr na Gàidhlig identified 5 key Action Areas through which the Bòrd aims to grow the number of Gaelic speakers in Scotland and we have agreed with Ministers to distil these down to 3 specific areas in which we will make progress:

· An increased focus on Gaelic medium early years development in pre-school groups, at home and within the family
· An increased focus on Gaelic adult education
· A strategic approach to Gaelic medium education 

Gaelic Language Act Implementation Fund (GLAIF) 2010-11 Round
Approximately £800,000 of the 2010-11 GLAIF budget has already been approved for projects which are continuing from previous years.  For this particular round of GLAIF, approved projects must fully utlise  Bòrd funding by 31 March 2011.

GLAIF is primarily for the purpose of supporting the implementation of Gaelic Language Plans under the framework of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005.  GLAIF will be used to support initiatives which develop the capacity of eligible bodies to deliver their Gaelic Language Plans, with particular emphasis, in this round, placed on projects which will have a positive impact on the 3 key Action Areas (noted above) in Ginealach Ùr na Gàidhlig.
The Bòrd would not ordinarily expect GLAIF to be to fund the preparation of plans or to fund existing Gaelic activity.
Assessment Criteria
Consideration will be given to projects which demonstrate an opportunity to:

· Support the key action areas within Ginealach Ùr na Gàidhlig
· Increase the presence and status of Gaelic in corporate identity and signage within eligble bodies

· Ensure that eligible bodies increase the profile and use of Gaelic when dealing with the public or other bodies

· Enhance the visibility and status of Gaelic in the dissemination of public information

· Develop workplace Gaelic language skills, raising awareness and confidence in relation to Gaelic, and providing resources which support language usage
· Encourage acquisition of Gaelic, or further development of existing skills amongst staff and service users 
· Actively promote the community and workplace use of Gaelic and the increased development of the language in the arts, media, heritage, tourism and leisure sectors

· Increase the visibility and audibility of Gaelic and create a positive image of the language

· Increase the relevance, consistency and availability of Gaelic, and the promotion of research into the language

Eligibility for support from GLAIF
The Bòrd invites applications for this fund from the following eligible bodies:

· Public Authorities that are currently implementing or about to implement a statutory Gaelic Language Plan

· Public Authorities named in the Bòrd's published notification programme who will be asked to prepare a statutory Gaelic Language Plan

· Public Authorities who are unlikely to be asked to prepare a Gaelic Language Plan in the immediate future, but who wish in the meantime to progress their support for Gaelic 

· Bodies not covered by the provisions of the 2005 Act, such as private companies and voluntary bodies, who wish to enhance the environment of support in which those Gaelic Language Plans approved by Bòrd na Gàidhlig will be implemented.
What amount of funding support is available? 
Applications up to a maximum of 80% of the total cost of any one project may be requested.  Applicants will be required to show in their application the level of matched funding which they intend to contribute.  The normal maximum award will be £20k per project although, in exceptional circumstances, organisations may be awarded more.  Organisations may submit 

more than one project application if they wish, but priority will be given to supporting as wide a spread of organisations as possible.  Applicants who have previously been in receipt of GLAIF must demonstrate that their projects under this round are new.  We would welcome joint applications from eligible bodies wishing to work in partnership to deliver projects or Gaelic services.

The application needs to be clear about the amount of funding required up to 31st March 2011, and information should be given on the total funding for the project and how the award from Bòrd na Gàidhlig is intended to be used.

You should make certain that no other part of the income for the project is being received through another funding scheme with Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

How to apply
· Applicants should talk to us as soon as possible if they have any questions about the project.

· Organisations must complete a separate application form per project applied for.

· Funding applications should be submitted to Bòrd na Gàidhlig as soon as possible but no later than midday on Friday 13th August  2010.  The Bòrd will not accept applications which are received after this date.  

· Applications may be submitted initially via email to glaif@gaidhlig.org.uk but all must be followed up by a signed, hard-copy which should be sent to:-


   GLAIF 2010/11


   Bòrd na Gàidhlig


   Darach House


   Stoneyfield Business Park


   Inverness 
      IV2 7PA

What happens after an application is submitted? 
All applicants will receive an acknowledgement to confirm that Bòrd na Gàidhlig received their application. 
Applicants will be informed of the decision on their application by 30th August 2010.  If a funding application is approved, a letter of offer will be sent to the applicant which will explain the level of funding agreed and the conditions under which the funding will be paid.  It will also be necessary to confirm the starting date of the project along with the organisation’s bank details. 
Where can I get further information? 
Further information and an application form for GLAIF 2010-11 can be obtained from www.gaidhlig.org.uk/planaichean-gaidhlig.html or by contacting:

Bòrd na Gàidhlig

Darach House

Stoneyfield Business Park
Tel:        01463 225454

Inverness



Fax:       01463 716217

IV2 7PA



E-mail:  glaif@gaidhlig.org.uk
Further information on the National Plan for Gaelic and Ginealach Ùr na Gàidhlig is available from: www.gaidhlig.org.uk or by contacting Bòrd na Gàidhlig as detailed above.
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