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Community groups promoting Gaelic were given a welcome boost today when Bòrd na Gàidhlig announced the commencement of its Gaelic Initiatives Fund.

Grants of up to £10,000 will be awarded to initiatives which encourage the use of Gaelic in the community or which help raise the profile of the language and culture.  Over 80 grants were awarded through the Fund last year and projects funded included a Gaelic club at St Mary’s School in Edinburgh; a series of drama and sports workshops for teenagers in the Inverness area; and the promotion of Gaelic at the Hebridean Celtic Festival on the Isle of Lewis. 

For the next two years the Gaelic Initiatives Fund will also assist Gaelic projects which contribute to Highland 2007 – the Year Scotland celebrates Highland Culture.

Chief Executive of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Allan Campbell, said:

“We received an overwhelming response to the Gaelic Initiatives Fund in its first year and were greatly encouraged by the commitment shown to Gaelic in communities throughout Scotland.  As the home and the community are central to the Bòrd's Gaelic development philosophy we are keen to encourage the identification of community based and led projects which will promote the profile and status of the language.  
“We are particularly pleased to be working in partnership with Highland 2007 to see that Gaelic is central to activities and celebrations for that year, and in offering more people the opportunity to discover more about the language and culture through the joint initiative Discover Gaelic.”
Fiona Hampton, Project Director for Highland 2007 said:

“Gaelic is an integral element of Highland 2007 and we are delighted to be working with Bòrd na Gàidhlig to promote 2007 as the year to discover Gaelic. Events and projects focussing on Gaelic language and culture will take place throughout the year, encouraging everyone to make it their year to discover Gaelic.”  
The closing date for applications to the Gaelic Initiatives Fund is the 12th December 2005.
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Notes to Editors

1. The Gaelic Initiatives Fund was created to principally assist groundbreaking Gaelic development projects being undertaken by community groups to enhance Gaelic provision in their area.  

2. The funding is allocated in accordance with Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s 2005-07 Operational Plan, published in November 2004. This plan will guide the Bòrd’s development and funding priorities until April 2007, when a National Plan for Gaelic is expected to be in place. 

3. Discover Gaelic ~ Cuir eòlas air Gàidhlig is a joint initiative between Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Highland 2007 that aims to maximise on opportunities to promote the Gaelic language and culture. 
4. Bòrd na Gàidhlig is a non-departmental public body, established by the Scottish Executive in 2003.  Under the terms of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill the Bòrd will have statutory powers, and will be responsible for developing and overseeing the National Plan for Gaelic and for developing Gaelic language policies with public authorities across Scotland.  www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk
5. Highland 2007, the year Scotland celebrates Highland culture, aims to promote the Highlands as a great place to live and to visit through showcasing the unique and special nature of Highland culture past, present and future.  The project is a partnership between three principal funding agencies: The Highland Council, The Scottish Executive, and Highlands and Islands Enterprise.  The year long celebration of Highland culture in 2007 will incorporate an exciting range of international, regional and community events, as well as capital projects and cultural activities specifically for young people.  See www.highland2007.com for full details or contact Highland 2007 on 01463 702007.
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