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20 September 2004

NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE USE
Acclaimed language planner to visit Scottish Gaelic community
Professor Joshua Fishman, the internationally acclaimed language-planning expert, has accepted an invitation from Bòrd na Gàidhlig to visit Scotland to lecture on language planning.

An expert on minority languages across the globe, Professor Fishman is particularly well known for his theories on “reversing language shift”, which is the challenge facing all those involved in minority language development. Recognised as the “grandfather” of language-planning, Fishman has published prolifically, and has lectured all over the world, on the subject. (more information on: www.joshuaafishman.com)

Professor Fishman will deliver five lectures across Scotland, in association with Universities where Gaelic is taught as a subject.

Tuesday, 28 September, 17.30, 

University of Edinburgh, Lecture Theatre C, David Hume Tower

Wednesday, 29 September, 18.30,

University of Aberdeen, The Regent Lecture Theatre, Regent Building
Thursday, 30 September, 18.00, 


Highland Council Chamber, Inverness. (UHI)

Monday, 04 October, 14.15, 

Lews Castle College, Stornoway (UHI)

Tuesday, 05 October, 17.30, 

University of Glasgow, The Hunterian Art Gallery Lecture Theatre

Bòrd na Gàidhlig chairman Duncan Ferguson said, ”We are delighted that Professor Fishman is able to come to speak to us in Scotland. This is an exciting and particularly important time for Gaelic, with a Language Act on its way, and a National Plan likely to follow as a consequence. The Bòrd is already applying language-planning principles in its work, and we hope to learn more from Professor Fishman, and we also hope that his visit will stimulate the national debate on language-planning for Gaelic.” 

The Fishman lectures are taking place at a particularly busy time for Bòrd na Gàidhlig, as it recruits more staff, moves into new offices, and publishes its first Annual Report. 
Ends

For any further information, please contact the Chief Executive of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Allan Campbell:

Tel: 01463 225454

Mobile: 07778 476642
Notes to Editors
Bòrd na Gàidhlig was established in April 2003 by the Scottish Executive to ensure a sustainable future for the Gaelic language and culture in Scotland. 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig has been created to develop and maintain a strategic plan for the development of the Gaelic language in Scotland. The national plan for Gaelic will set out the Bòrd's aims, objectives, priorities and targets.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig activities include: drawing up national plans for Gaelic; promotion of the language; taking a national lead; co-ordination and implementation; working with other public bodies; monitoring and evaluating its contribution and that of the bodies it supports. 

More information on Bord na Gaidhlig can be obtained by logging onto www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk
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