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Nearly 60 Gaelic community, arts, culture and educational projects and organisations across Scotland are set to benefit from a share of £1.92 million with support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  

The funding expands opportunities for Gaelic learners and speakers of all ages to use the language in their local communities.  Among the projects to receive grants are: 

· New books for primary and secondary schools which will extend the range of Gaelic educational material available to teachers and children 

· A collaborative drama project for Gaelic speaking teenagers from Ireland and Scotland, providing training in theatre craft and acting skills

· Portable translation equipment to facilitate the use of Gaelic at community meetings throughout Scotland

· A range of Gaelic tuition classes for both learners and fluent speakers across the UK

· An action research project to train a new generation of storytellers and to bring stories, contemporary and legendary, to family audiences across the country

· An innovative writing scheme encouraging new Gaelic fiction for the 21st Century

· An ambitious project to digitise audio material from the School of Scottish Studies, The Canna Collection and the archives of the BBC
Education Minister Peter Peacock – who has ministerial responsibility for Gaelic – said: 

“To ensure the Gaelic language thrives, it is vital that we promote its everyday use and increase appreciation of its place and value in Scottish culture. Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s funding will help put Gaelic where it belongs, at the heart of local communities.”

Bòrd na Gàidhlig Chairman, Duncan Ferguson, said: “Bòrd na Gàidhlig has a clear goal to increase the numbers of speakers and users of Gaelic in communities across Scotland.   

“We are working closely with key partners and community organisations to achieve our objectives, and we are pleased to be able to support new and ongoing developments vital to the future of the language. 

“The Bòrd looks forward to developing new partnerships as our activities gain momentum.“

Details of Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Development Programme support to the main Gaelic bodies are attached in the supporting document.  Details of the Bòrd’s awards under the Gaelic Initiatives Fund will be published separately.

Ends

Notes to Editors

1.
Projects are closely evaluated to ensure they continue to meet the Bòrd’s Gaelic development and expansion objectives. 

2. 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Development Programme for 2004-05 was £1.7 million.

3.
Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s £1.92 million package for 2005-06 includes:

· £1.6 million of the package is awarded to the main Gaelic bodies (in the attached schedule) to enable them to work with the Bòrd in the implementation of its Operational Plan
· A £209,000 Gaelic Initiatives Fund to build capacity within the Gaelic community
· £153,500 of second year support for a range of projects, including a £50,000 Gaelic Arts initiative jointly sponsored by the Bòrd and the Scottish Arts Council
4.
The funding is allocated in accordance with Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s 2005-07 Operational Plan, published in November 2004. This plan will guide the Bòrd’s development and funding priorities until April 2007, when a National Plan for Gaelic is expected to be in place. 

5.
Bòrd na Gàidhlig is a non-departmental public body, established by the Scottish Executive in 2003.  Under the terms of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill the Bòrd will have statutory powers, and will be responsible for developing and overseeing the National Plan for Gaelic and for developing Gaelic language policies with public authorities across Scotland.

www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk
BORD NA GAIDHLIG - DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME SUPPORT 2005-06 TO MAIN GAELIC BODIES

An Comunn Gàidhealach
Funding Award £120,000
An Comunn Gàidhealach is a voluntary membership organisation, which actively encourages the teaching, learning and use of the Gaelic language and the study and cultivation of Gaelic literature, history, music and art. Recently employed 3 youth outreach officers.  Also produces the monthly Gaelic newspaper An Gàidheal Ùr.  www.the-mod.co.uk
An Lòchran  

Funding Award £22,500
Aims to establish a multi-purpose centre for the Gaelic and Highland community in Glasgow, and for anyone with an interest in the language and culture.  www.anlochran.co.uk
Clì Gàidhlig 

Funding Award £55,000
Gaelic access and promotion organisation.  Produce the monthly magazine Cothrom, provide courses for learners and fluent speakers and distribute information on Gaelic to learners worldwide.  www.cli.org.uk
Comhairle nan Leabhraichean
Funding Award £80,000
Gaelic Books Council set up to promote Gaelic books and publishing.  The Council provides publication grants for publishers to issue new books and commission grants for authors to write them. Recently launched the acclaimed Ùr-Sgeul series, promoting Gaelic writing in the 21st Century.  www.gaelicbooks.net 

Comhairle nan Sgoiltean Àraich 

Funding Award £143,000
Involved in the promotion and delivery of Gaelic pre-school education. www.gaelicworld.co.uk
Comunn na Gàidhlig 

Funding Award £300,000
Involved in various strands of Gaelic development but especially promotion, education and skills, community initiatives and the support of parents through Comann nam Pàrant.  Other projects include the Gaelic youth club Sradagan and the Gaelic in the Community initiative.  www.cnag.org.uk
Fèisean nan Gàidheal

Funding Award £60,000

One of the most successful Gaelic developments in recent years, Fèisean nan Gaidheal supports the development of community-based Gaelic arts tuition festivals throughout Scotland.  Some of the finest young musicians and singers in Scotland today are a product of the Fèisean movement.  www.feisean.org
GASD

Funding £50,000

The Gaelic Arts Strategic Development Forum (GASD) comprises representatives of major Gaelic arts, publishing and broadcasting organisations. The GASD programme is jointly funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and the Scottish Arts Council. 

www.gaelic-arts.com
Iomairt Cholm Cille 


Funding Award £180,000
Columba Initiative, forging links through language, culture, sport and the arts with Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  www.colmcille.net
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 

Funding Award £54,500
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig outreach centre on Islay opened in August 2002, also a partner in the UHI Millennium Institute.  A community facility offering full and part-time courses in Gaelic.  Facilities include a crèche, a library and an arts/venue space.  www.iccile.co.uk
Lews Castle College 

Funding Award £32,500
Academic partner within the UHI Millennium Institute offering full and part-time courses taught through the medium of Gaelic.  Also operate the Gaelic Cultural Services Agency, Fosglan (www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/about/fosglan) who are primarily involved in translating, editing, research and simultaneous translation.  www.lews.uhi.ac.uk
Pròiseact nan Ealan 


Funding Award £98,000
The national Gaelic arts agency, promoting Gaelic arts development.  Recent projects include the critically acclaimed An Leabhar Mòr.  www.gaelic-arts.com
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 

Funding Award £250,000
Scotland's only college of Further and Higher Education offering courses taught solely through the medium of Gaelic.  Lead partner for Gaelic and Related Studies Degree Scheme at the UHI Millennium Institute.  Promote progression and provide for learners of the language through their award-winning distance learning course An Cùrsa Inntrigidh and the popular summer short course programme.  www.smo.uhi.ac.uk
Stòrlann Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig
Funding Award £240,000
National Gaelic Resource Agency responsible for the production and distribution of teaching materials to all sectors within Gaelic Education.  www.storlann.co.uk
Tobar an Dualchais/Kist O Riches 

Funding Award £35,000
An ambitious project to digitise 12,000 hours of audio material from the School of Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University, The Canna Collection and the archives of the BBC.  An example of the project can be seen at www.tiriodh.ed.ac.uk 
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