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Landmark day for Gaelic

21 April 2005

Bòrd na Gàidhlig today welcomed the passing of the Gaelic Language Bill, which officially recognises Gaelic as a language in Scotland for the first time.

Chairman and members of Bòrd na Gàidhlig were present for the final debate on the Bill, along with representatives from the Gaelic community.  Chairman of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Duncan Ferguson said:

“This is a truly significant moment in the history of the Gaelic language and culture.  Today Gaelic has been officially recognised as an important and valuable part of the living culture of a thriving new Scotland, and we are delighted to welcome the advent of the Gaelic Language Act.   
 

“This is an occasion for celebration, congratulations and thanks to all those people who have worked for Gaelic over so many years.  It is also a time to look to the future, to a new and confident generation of Gaelic speakers, to new opportunities to learn and to use Gaelic, and to a greater understanding and respect for the Gaelic language and culture.”

Under the terms of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act, Bòrd na Gàidhlig has statutory powers and will be responsible for developing and overseeing the National Plan for Gaelic, and for developing Gaelic language policies with public authorities across Scotland. 
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