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AN ACTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR AT BÒRD NA GÀIDHLIG

First annual report published today

Inverness, Scotland, 24 September 2004 – In its first year of operation, Bòrd na Gàidhlig has provided Gaelic language and culture with substantial support and encouragement. 

During the year 2003-4, the Bòrd stimulated the debate on the Gaelic Language Bill, worked with the major Gaelic bodies to prepare operational plans, approved 69 funding applications worth more than £750,000, and held a strategic conference on Gaelic-language publishing. In its first annual report, published today, the Bòrd details these activities and many others.

“The establishment of the Bòrd was an exceptionally important and encouraging step forward for the status of Gaelic. In this first year, we have made a major effort to establish a sound foundation for progress in the future,” said Duncan Ferguson, chairman of Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

The Bòrd is wholly funded by grant-in-aid from the Scottish Executive, which awarded it £274,000 in 2002-3 and £825,000 in 2003-4. In the report, the Bòrd expresses its gratitude to the Executive and to everyone who provided it with support during the year. 

“Despite everything that had to be done in order to set up a new body from scratch, the first year of operation of Bòrd na Gàidhlig has been both active and successful,” said the Bòrd’s chief executive, Allan Campbell.

Looking ahead

In the report, the Bòrd emphasises how it is building professional links with other Gaelic organisations. It also looks ahead, expressing a keen desire to pursue new opportunities for collaboration with public bodies once the Gaelic Language Bill comes into force.

“We are keenly aware of the great importance of the Gaelic Language Bill in relation to both the long-term health of the language and the Bòrd’s own day-to-day work,” commented Allan Campbell.

One of the Bòrd’s main priorities will be to draw up the National Plan for Gaelic, but this plan will not be published until the Gaelic Language Bill is established in law. In the meantime, the work of the Bòrd will be directed by an operational plan, based on the development priorities that have already been agreed.

[Ends]

APPENDIX

MILESTONES IN THE FIRST YEAR AT BÒRD NA GÀIDHLIG

The following key developments took place at Bòrd na Gàidhlig in the year 2003-4:

· The Bòrd, with eight members who share a wealth of Gaelic development experience, was established and registered as a limited company.

· The priorities and development objectives of the Bòrd were agreed and published.

· A team of staff was recruited under the direction of the chief executive, Allan Campbell.

· A series of public meetings held throughout Scotland gave the community an opportunity to find out about the Bòrd and its work. 

· Following the publication of the Gaelic Language Bill as a consultation document, the Bòrd prepared a detailed response, which was submitted to the Scottish Executive.

· In order to give the public an opportunity to discuss the Gaelic Language Bill, the Bòrd organised 17 public meetings.

· The Bòrd assumed responsibility for supplying annual funding to 13 Gaelic bodies, which have all prepared operational plans for 2004-5.

· The Bòrd approved 69 funding applications worth £754,363.

· The Bòrd held a strategic conference on Gaelic-language publishing.

· Research by the Bòrd and the BBC showed strong support for Gaelic throughout Scotland.

BACKGROUND

Bòrd na Gàidhlig was established in April 2003 by the Scottish Executive to ensure a sustainable future for the Gaelic language and culture in Scotland. 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig has been created to develop and maintain a strategic plan for the development of the Gaelic language in Scotland. The national plan for Gaelic will set out the Bòrd’s aims, objectives, priorities and targets.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig activities include: drawing up national plans for Gaelic; promotion of the language; taking a national lead; coordination and implementation; working with other public bodies; monitoring and evaluating its contribution and that of the bodies it supports. 

For more information about Bòrd na Gàidhlig, visit www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk 

