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News Release


EMBARGOED UNTIL 11:30am, 31ST January 2005

Child’s Ode to Scotland engraved in Parliament

MEDIA INVITE AND PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: POEMS UNVEILED (SEE BELOW)

Two children’s poems inspired by the spectacular Scottish landscape and engraved into stone at the Scottish Parliament will be unveiled today as part of a nationwide drive to encourage people to appreciate Scotland’s landscape and underlying geology. They are the winning entries in a schools competition organised by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the ‘Rock On’ Organising Partnership, who are behind Scottish Geology Festival 2005. 

A poem in English by Robert Adam, aged 14 from Cushnie in Aberdeenshire, was the overall winner of the competition. The winning Gaelic language entry was by Mairead MacNeil, age 15 from the Isle of Barra. With the support and help of Watson Stonecraft both poems were engraved into Caithness flagstones outside the Parliament, and the unveiling event has been sponsored by Bòrd na Gàidhlig (Gaelic Language Board). Over 1000 entries throughout Scotland were judged by a panel of English and Gaelic language judges, including the Scottish poet Christian McEwan.  

Colin MacFadyen, SNH geologist said: “We have had a great response from schools all over the country and the standard of entries was very high indeed. The poems reflect the importance of geology in the landscape, and the beauty of Scotland’s scenery, and it is very fitting that the winning entries should be engraved into stone used in the building of the new Parliament. Scotland has some of the most interesting geological features in the world and its rocky foundations have dictated numerous aspects of our lives such as where we live, the crops we grow, the industries which have developed here and the character of our buildings. Later this year we will be celebrating this geological heritage in a series of events for the Scottish Geology Festival 2005.”

Graeme Hadden at Watson Stonecraft said: “People often do not think about the origins of the stone which forms such an important part of our everyday lives. These poems have summed up in a few words what makes Scotland’s landscape so special and what better place to celebrate this than on the Scottish building blocks of our own Parliament?”

Duncan Ferguson, Chairman of Bòrd na Gàidhlig said: “Given Gaelic’s great contribution to the Scottish landscape and culture, it is fitting that it now features on the Caithness flagstone outside the Scottish Parliament.  We are confident that the people of Barra will be as proud of their young poet as we are at Bòrd na Gàidhlig.”
The ‘Written in Stone’ competition celebrates Parliament’s addition to the Edinburgh landscape, and the geological processes which created the Scottish rock for its construction. The competition was open to schools throughout Scotland and reflects the dynamic geological changes which formed Scotland’s landscape - its impressive hills, lochs and glens. 

The Scottish Parliament has been made using Kemnay Granite from Aberdeenshire, which  was formed from molten rock around 470 million years ago. It also includes Caithness Flagstone, into which the winning poems will be engraved. This was once soft sandy silt laid down at the bottom of a large freshwater lake 380 million years ago in the area that is now Orkney and Caithness. Scotland has a turbulent geological past, which includes periods when volcanoes dominated the landscape, such as that which formed Arthur’s Seat, and times when it was submerged beneath shallow tropical seas and smothered by ice. Scotland became an important centre for the study of geology from the 18th century onwards, due to the huge range of rocks, fossils and landforms found throughout the country. 

Scottish Natural Heritage leads the ‘Rock On’ Organising Partnership, which aims to promote geology in Scotland and encourage children to learn about the geological history that shaped this country. The ’Rock On’ Partnership organises the biennial Scottish Geology Festival, and inter-year arts-based competition for school pupils. Scottish Geology Festival is held in September this year.

The poems (see notes for full poems) will be unveiled by the Presiding Officer Mr George Reid at the Scottish Parliament on 31st January at 11:30am outside the main entrance to the Scottish Parliament, opposite the Queen’s Gallery, on Horse Wynd, at the bottom of the Royal Mile. The press are invited to the ceremony, where the poetry competition winners and geology experts will be available for photographs and for interview. For more information contact Sarah Roe, SNH Tel: 0131 446 2270 M: 07787 836010

Notes to editors

· Winning poem by Robert Adam, Age 14

Look. What can you see? 

I see beauty in the lochs.

I see majesty in mountains. 

I see legend in rocks. 

And it is ours.

· Gaelic language winner by Mairead F MacNeil, Age 15

Beanntan Àrda   

Fo cheò  

Mar chaistealan glasa  

A' fleòdradh sa mhuir

…the translation:

Towering mountains 

Shrouded in mist 

Like grey castles 

floating in the sea 

· The Rock On Organising Partnership includes National Museums of Scotland, Hunterian Museum, British Geological Survey, Our Dynamic Earth, Scottish Natural Heritage, the Scottish Earth Science Education Forum and the geological societies of the Open University, Glasgow and Edinburgh.   For further information on Scottish geology visit www.scottishgeology.com 
· Scottish Natural Heritage is the Government’s statutory advisor in respect of the conservation, enhancement, enjoyment, understanding and sustainable use of the natural heritage. For more information look up www.snh.org.uk
· Bòrd na Gàidhlig (www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk) was established in April 2003 by the Scottish Executive to ensure a sustainable future for the Gaelic language and culture in Scotland.  Bòrd na Gàidhlig activities include: drawing up the National Plan for Gaelic; promotion of the language; taking a national lead; co-ordination and implementation; working with other public bodies; monitoring and evaluating its contribution and that of the bodies it supports.

